Disruption of methyl group metabolism by ethanol.
Recent studies have focused on establishing a link between the pathogenesis of ethanol and the disruption of metabolic pathways in the liver. Ethanol alters hepatic methionine metabolism, leading to perturbation of S-adenosylmethionine-dependent transmethylation. Therefore, the supply of metabolically related nutrients such as folate may play a role in the hepatotoxic effects of ethanol.